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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ALGIER 01703 101530Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO FEA-01 ERDA-07 AID-05 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO EPG-02 DODE-OO EB-07 FPC-01 H-02 
INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-04 
USIA-15 OES-07 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 ACDA-10 
PA-02 PRS-01 /130W 

130556 101533Z/40 

R 101447Z JUL77 
FM AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6787 
INFO AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMCONSUL ROTTERDAM 

UNCLAS ALGIERS 1703 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, AG 

SUBJECT: ALGERIAN GAS FOR HOLLAND AND GERMANY 

1 . OFFICIAL DAILY EL MOUDJAHID FOR JULY 5 AND HERALD TRIBUNE 
FOR SAME DATE CARRY STORY OF CONTRACT FOR SALE OF ALGERIAN 
LNG TO HOLLAND AND GERMANY. 

2. STORIES REPORT THAT SONATRACH HAS SIGNED CONTRACT WITH 
RUHRGAS AND SALZGITTER FERNGAS IN GERMANY AND WITH GASUNIE 
IN HOLLAND. CONTRACT CALLS FOR EIGHT BILLION CUBIC METERS 
PER YEAR FOR TWENTY YEARS, TO BE DELIVERED TO ROTTERDAM 
AND WILHELMSHAVEN IN FOUR METHANE TANKERS, OF WHICH TWO 
ALGERIAN FLAG. 

3. EL MOUDJAHID (BUT NOT HERALD TRIBUNE) REPORTS THAT 
CONTRACT WILL BE FULFILLED ONLY IF GAS PROMISED TO U.S. 

BUYERS BECOMES AVAILABLE BECAUSE OF FAILURE OF FPC TO 
APPROVE U.S. CONTRACTS, OR MORE GAS IS DISCOVERED IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ALGIER 01703 101530Z 

ALGERIA. 

4. COMMENT. ANNOUNCEMENT SUPPORTS VIEW THAT SONATRACH 
HAS BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN FINDING IMPORTANT NEW GAS RESERVES. 

IF, AS REPORTED, EASCOGAS HAS ABANDONED PLANS TO IMPORT 

SIX BILLION METERS ANNUALLY, MOST OF GAS TO MEET NEW 
CONTRACT SEEMS LIKELY TO BECOME AVAILABLE EVENTUALLY.HAYNES 
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